
               

Connections 2017 Report 

One of the highlights for me this Fall was the English 

Men’s Connections 2017 in Atibaia, Brazil held the first 

week in October. 

We had an excellent team of 16, after one team 

member Coy Walters had to drop out because of health 

reasons. We were excited with our new additions to the 

team.  GCM Trustee Tim Maynard, Greg Dowell, 

minister at Central in Amarillo, Randy Porter who was a 

member of GCM’s Salvador, Brazil Team and Eric West, 

Missions Chairman and Worship Leader at Golf Course 

Road Church in Midland.  We did our team training 

August 25-27th at MD Resorts Center.  It was a great 

weekend of getting to know each other, sharing our lives together, and preparing for all that happens in Connections.   

As Connections kicked off we had 49 men from 8 

countries.  The theme was “The Heart of a 

Prophet.” Dr. Gary Green from Barnabas 

International was the Spiritual Formation 

Director and taught each morning and then sent 

the men out for their structured one hour of 

quiet time.  He also organized the content of the 

twice daily Connections small groups from the 

theme.  Many said this was one of the richest 

teaching times at CCC.  

The twice daily worship times were led by Basil 

McClure and Eric West and it was very touching 

to see and hear the men sing in their heart 

language.  

The Counseling Team of Dr. Steve Allison, Steve Holladay, and Randy Porter was led by Dr. Ryan Fraser from Freed 

Hardeman. They were avaliable to the missionaries during meals and free time.  

Every afternoon there was a lot of free time to play sports, rest, visit, see a coulselor, and hang out with others. Then 

later in the afternoon there were three Coaching Class Sessions to choose from each day that were taught by the Care 

Team. 



The Celebration night was planned again by Basil McClure and GCM 

Trustee Mark Abshier, the dynamic duo.  It was crazy-fun!  

Another blessing is the one hour meal times.  The Word of Life Retreat 
Center always has fantastic food and the Center was even better after 
some significant remodeling.  As we do each time on our last day, we 
gathered with Director Gilson, his family and staff and presented them 
with presents and prayed for them to show our appreciation for all they do 
to make our renewal the best.   

 

 

  

 

 One of the things I enjoy is the closing ceremony where we get in a big 

circle and the missionaries share what impacted them during the 

week.    During the closing session I was able to announce the new 

Director for the English Missionary Connections starting in 2019, Mr. 

Scott Reynolds.  We had a special prayer for him and then gathered all 

the missionaries in the middle of the room and the Team surrounded 

them while three of our elders prayed over them. 

 We continue to hear wonderful testimonies of how Connections has 

radically blessed the missionaries lives, families and ministries. The 

Care Team is beginning  to see there is an accumlative effect of the missionaries really working on the areas of their lives 

where they want to grow and mature after each Connections!  

Please read the following testimonies and thank you for making this life changing Connections Renewal available to 

those serving far away from home!  Appreciate all of you, Ron Freitas 



 

 
Heartfelt Thanks for Connections 2017! 
 

 “At the same time, I would appreciate if you could send my best 
greetings and wishes to those who donated for our food and lodging 
and for those who have donated all those gifts. The week was of great blessing to me; I’m sure, I would have run 
straight into burn-out without you. Thanks so much, brothers. Christian Bigalke - Peru “ 
 

 “Dear Brothers and Sisters, my name is Butch Sandoval and I am a missionary in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Together with 
my wife Trish and our kids we have served in Latin America since 1990. Through the years there have been many ups 
and downs in our ministries as well as in our personal lives. The Connections conference held every year in Brazil 
(whether it is for men or women) has always been an experience both Trish and I always look forward to. We have 
participated in each one since they first began. Reconnecting with friends who share in a common life on the field 
always lends itself to a wonderful and encouraging time. Were know that the week we spend with them, the 
counselors, elders and many servants that travel thousands of miles to serve us could not take place without the 
unselfish generosity of many of our brothers and sisters in the U.S. would like to thank you in particular for all that 
you have done to make the 2017 conference not only possible, but such a great one. All of the gifts and the funds 
provided for our lodging, meals and all the behind the scenes resources is deeply appreciated. Thank you for taking 
the time to think about those of us on the mission field and for making the Connections 2017 conference such an 
encouraging one. Peace, Butch Sandoval - Bolivia”  

 

 “Every 2 years, Great Cities Missions puts together a Minister’s Conference for men working in various cities across 
Latin America. They do an incredible job organizing and putting this together and making it a time of support, 
renewal and connection. The focus this year was on the heart and staying connected to God in order to serve with 
even greater joy.  The guest speaker was Dr. Gary Green from ACU. There were times for small group conversations, 
counseling, reflection, study and prayer along with lots of laughter, shared stories, soccer and great meals. This year 
there were 50 men who were able to participate and were truly blessed. I know the churches that these men serve 
will also feel the love they received.  Chad Baker – Brazil.” 

 “I did not know who to say thank you to for everything that was given to provide such a great week for us. 
I really appreciate everyone who gave so much to pay for bus transportation, lodging, meals and all the 
cool gifts.  I rarely open a present these days, but to be able to open one every day was really 
enjoyable.  Express our deepest gratitude to all those wonderful behind the scenes brothers and sisters. 
Serving Jesus with you, Alan Nalley – Brazil” 

 

 “Dear brother Ron, It was a real blessing to finally make your acquaintance and to participate in the Connections 
2017 event in Atibaia last week. Please extend my thanks to those who made this event possible, to the people who 
donated funds and items, to those who invested so many hours of prayer and planning, to those who headed up 
committees and took other responsibilities - THANK YOU!   
When the invitation arrived in the spring of this year, it was a breath of fresh air.  Ministry had begun to weigh on 
me as responsibilities had stacked up on both a national and local level.  For the past six months I'd been telling 
myself, "Hang in there, October is coming!" WOW! What a blessing to be able to gather with men who share one's 
love for the Lord and His Church and His People, who are also struggling in similar ways as we all seek to do God's 
will.  To spend time in God's Word, sing songs of praise and encouragement, spend time in prayer and get to know 
each other a bit more - all this and more results in renewed vigor and strength to carry on God's plan in our lives. 
It is with great gratitude in my heart that I type these words which cannot completely convey my feelings as I reflect 
on the week of rest and renewal that we just experienced.  May our God and Savior continue to bless each of you 
who are part of the Connections Team.  In Christ, Paul W. Moreland – Colombia.” 
 

 “Please pass along our thanks to all of the supporters.  We always look forward to this week of renewal.  It is a real 

blessing in our lives.  We are grateful for those who donate funds and send gifts and offer up prayers to the Father. 

Yours in Christ, Larry Zinck – Brazil”  


